CHAPTER X.
THE TRIUMPH TURNED INTO A DISASTER.
THE victorious Pandavas left the wounded Duryo-
dhana to die on the battlefield and went for rest at
night to his camp. An immense spoil consisting
of gold and jewels, tents and animals fell into their
hands, and the survivors of 18 days' struggle eagerly
possessed themselves of whatever they could lay their
hands on and joyously laid themselves for rest in
their new tents. They little dreamt how dearly they
were soon to pay for this. The Pandavas with Drau-
padi and Krishna alone stayed out of the camp for
the purpose of performing some religious ceremonies.
It was a strange custom with the ancient Aryans of
India that they left the dead and the dying in battle
unheeded on the field of battle to be devoured by birds
and beasts of prey. Probably like the Aryans of
Persia they Relieved that this was th$ most fitting burial
to those4 who had "the merit of dying in battle, AshwaU
thama, Kripaand Kritavarma, hearing of Duryodhana's
duel, camfe now to the battle-field and saw the great
man still alive bewailing his misfortune* Aswatthama
was grieved to see the master of 11 army corps in that
pitiable condition and bitterly upbraided the Pandavas
for their iniquities and cried for vengeance. Duryodhana,
relentless even in death, was highly gratified at his